
Over the years, clients of his namesake firm have described the process of 
working with Jeff Harbinson and his talented team as “architectural therapy.” 
It’s understandable, given the connective tissue that Harbinson Architects strives 

to weave into inspired custom design projects that range from master plans and 

historic preservation to luxury residential estates and resorts. “We believe that 

architecture has strong emotional and psychological components; it’s clearly 

able to shock and impress us at a basic level,” Harbinson says. “But on a deeper 

level, it can [bond] with us spiritually and passionately. We seek to find the ties 

between architecture and our clients.” Time and again, the North Carolina-based 

boutique firm has stirred the senses in more ways than one, creating diverse, 

thought-provoking spaces that draw on the true essence of its clients. “The 

renovation of a historic house will often have prescribed aesthetic demands; a 

mountainous site will have topography elements that influence its form,” says 

Harbinson, who’s been practicing architecture since 1982. “More importantly, 
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By distilling the abstract 
elements that bind clients and 
architecture into tangible 
splendor, Jeff Harbinson and his 
team of design experts create 
projects that truly reflect those 
who inspire and occupy them.

“We seek to create personal 
connections between our 
clients and the buildings 
we design for them.”

Nestled into rock outcroppings, 
this mountain Tudor home emerges 
from its sloping site as if it were 
part of the natural landscape. 
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though, are the personalities, preferences, 

experiences, habits and memories that our 

clients bring to a project. Our goal is to 

create a physical reflection of this 

psychological content that results in 

beauty and happiness as defined by our 

client.” Over the years, Harbinson 

Architects has raised and exceeded that 

bar with masterful projects along the 

Eastern seaboard—including the centennial 

torch restoration of the Statue of Liberty. 

The firm’s artistic versatility allows it to 

work in a variety of styles—from Greek 

Revival, Georgian, Mediterranean and 

French Renaissance to Colonial, Arts & 

Crafts, Shingle, and Contemporary. 

PERSONAL PROCESS
Whether collaborating with key members 

of a community on a historic project or 

creating a dream estate, Harbinson and 

his team include the client during each 

step of the creative process. “We typically 

produce a variety of schematic plans 

quickly, based on initial conversations, a 

program and site conditions,” Harbinson 

says. “These are ‘ice breakers’ and really 

serve as a starting point for more varied 

and detailed conversations that allow us 

to deeply understand our client. … We 

make ourselves available so that our 

clients become as comfortable reaching 

out to us as they would a family member 

or a friend. This not only allows us to 

create a carefully designed custom home, 

but it fosters long-lasting friendships.” In 

addition to its architectural expertise, the 

firm also offers interior design and 

landscape design.

  | harbinsonarchitects.com

Á     C A P T I O N S  &  C R E D I T S

01.The scale and placement of this four-story home 
has been carefully manipulated to achieve a 
modest, almost cottage-like, appearance. 
02.Dark-stained wood furniture sets off the 
carefully detailed stone surfaces to create an 
ethereal quality to this master bathroom. 
03.Expansive views by day and warm fires at night 
make this covered porch a favorite place to relax 
and entertain. 04.Reclaimed timbers, hand-painted 
tile and textured natural materials create a casual, 
cozy kitchen atmosphere. 05.Thick masonry walls 
and an axial arrangement of spaces create a classic 
composition softened with rustic materials.
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